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come wake almost as soon as they reach ippon sta-
tus/' said Mr. Kubo. "What is ippon status?
Well, an ippon is a true geisha or one who receives
full pay. In pre-clock days a geisha's hour was
determined by the length of time needed to burn
ippon, or one stick of incense/' he obligingly
explained.
Full pay in Shimbashi means five yen for two
hours and nine yen for three hours. That is a
first class geisha rate. Third class geisha can be
had in small towns for as low as seventy sen an
hour. Before becoming ippon geisha the girls are
called bangyoku in Tokyo* Han means half and
gyofai means fee. In other localities they are called
maiko, oshaku (sake pourers) and other names,
A haugyoktf in Shimbashi gets three yen fifty for
two hours and five yen fifty for three hours. Since
1930 the prices have been standard. Not even
the most popular geisha can get more. Nor is the
old oriental practice of forcing up the price of a
geisha., such as is still common among the sing-
song girls of China, resorted to. By this method you
can get your favourite entertainer from somebody
else's party by sending her house your request.
Then if her patron wants her to stay with him he
has to pay a bonus, or let her go. In Shimbashi,
it is entirely up to the girl. If she prefers yout